Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 1 14570 TOSEC 050018 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 IO-13 SSO-OO ISO-OO NSCE-00 PM-05 
SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 INRE-00 DODE-OO 
H-01 CCO-OO L-03 /072 R 

DRAFTED BY AF:RMMOOSE/IO/UNP:GHELMAN 
APPROVED BY AFrRMMOOSE 
S/S-0:JETHYDEN 

022507 050157Z/66 

O 050104Z MAY 78 ZFF5 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY MAPUTO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY BONN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PARIS IMMEDIATE 
INFO USDEL SECRETARY IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG IMMEDIATE 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 1 14570 TOSEC 050018 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MPOL, SF, WA, AO 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA ATTACK ON SWAPO IN ANGOLA 
REF: CAPE TOWN 897 (NOTAL) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 1 14570 TOSEC 050018 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE CALLED SAG AMBASSADOR SOLE 
LATE THIS AFTERNOON TO EXPRESS OUR STRONG CONCERN OVER 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK IN ANGOLA. MOOSE STATED THAT 
THE USG WAS QUOTE DISMAYED UNQUOTE BY THE SAG'S ACTION, 

NOTING THAT IT WOULD INEVITABLY HAVE A SERIOUS IMPACT 
ON THE NAMIBIA SITUATION. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, MOOSE SAID, 

FOR US TO RECONCILE THE SAG S ACTIONS WITH THE CONSTRUC- 
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TIVE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE HAVE SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH ON 
NAMIBIA. MOOSE ASKED SOLE FOR AN EXPLANATION OF HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE FACTUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND SITUATION. 

2. SOLE PRIVATELY PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE QUOTE 
MYSTIFIED UNQUOTE. HE HAD RECEIVED NO 
INFORMATION FROM HIS GOVERNMENT BUT UNDERTOOK TO 
REPORT OUR REACTION IMMEDIATELY AND TO REQUEST A 
REPLY TO OUR REQUEST ON AN URGENT BASIS. 

3. FOR MAPUTO, LUSAKA, DAR, GABORONE, LAGOS: YOU SHOULD 

URGENTLY CONTACT FOREIGN MINISTRIES AND REPORT TO THEM 
ON FOREGOING DEMARCHE TO AMBASSADOR SOLE, EXCLUDING, 
SOLE'S PRIVATE REACTION. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT WE TAKE 
MOST GRAVELY THIS ACTION BY SOUTH AFRICA AND ITS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF NAMIBIA SOLUTION AND 
STABILITY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. WE WILL BE CONSIDERING WHAT 
FURTHER STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ACTIONS AND WE WILL WISH TO CONSULT WITH 
YOUR GOVERNMENTS URGENTLY. 

4. FOR OTTAWA, BONN, LONDON AND PARIS: YOU SHOULD 
REPORT TO FOREIGN MINISTRIES AT HIGHEST AVAILABLE LEVEL 
THE REPRESENTATIONS DESCRIBED IN FOREGOING PARAGRAPHS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 114570 TOSEC 050018 

AND URGE THEM PROMPTLY TO MAKE PARALLEL APPROACHES. YOU 
SHOULD ADD THAT WE WILL PLAN URGENTLY TO CONSULT WITH 
THEM, PROBABLY INITIALLY IN NEW YORK, ON NEXT STEPS IN 
LIGHT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S ACTIONS. 

5. FOLLOWING STATEMENT BEING RELEASED TONIGHT (THURSDAY) 
BY DEPARTMENT: 

QUOTE: WE LEARNED LATE THIS AFTERNOON FROM PRESS REPORTS 
THAT SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY FORCES HAD CROSSED THE 
FRONTIER FROM NAMIBIA TO ANGOLA AND HAD STRUCK AGAINST 
SWAPO CAMPS IN ANGOLA. THESE REPORTS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY 
CONFIRMED BY SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES. WE HAVE NO 
DETAILS ON THE OPERATION. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR DISMAY 
TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AND OUR GRAVE CONCERN 
AT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR ACTION. WE ASKED FOR AN 
URGENT EXPLANATION. END QUOTE. 

CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 114570 
ORIGIN AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY AF/C:WLSWING 
APPROVED BY AF/RMMOOSE 

037199 062016Z/62 

O 062000Z MAY 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 1 14570 

FOL RPT STATE 1 14570 TOSEC 050018 SENT ACTION MAPUTO, LUSAKA, 
DAR ES SALAAM, GABORONE, LAGOS, OTTAWA, BONN, LONDON & PARIS 
INFO USDEL SECRETARY, CAPE TOWN, PRETORIA, JOHANNESBURG & 
USUN NEW YORK DTD 05 MAY 78 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 1 
14570 TOSEC 050018 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MPOL, SF, WA, AO 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICA ATTACK ON SWAPO IN ANGOLA 
REF: CAPE TOWN 897 (NOTAL) 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE CALLED SAG AMBASSADOR SOLE 
LATE THIS AFTERNOON TO EXPRESS OUR STRONG CONCERN OVER 
THE SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACK IN ANGOLA. MOOSE STATED THAT 
THE USG WAS QUOTE DISMAYED UNQUOTE BY THE SAG'S ACTION, 
NOTING THAT IT WOULD INEVITABLY HAVE A SERIOUS IMPACT 
ON THE NAMIBIA SITUATION. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, MOOSE SAID, 

FOR US TO RECONCILE THE SAG S ACTIONS WITH THE CONSTRUC- 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 1 14570 

TIVE RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE HAVE SOUGHT TO ESTABLISH ON 
NAMIBIA. MOOSE ASKED SOLE FOR AN EXPLANATION OF HIS 
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GOVERNMENT'S ACTIONS AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE FACTUAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES AND SITUATION. 

2. SOLE PRIVATELY PROFESSED HIMSELF TO BE QUOTE 
MYSTIFIED UNQUOTE. HE HAD RECEIVED NO 
INFORMATION FROM HIS GOVERNMENT BUT UNDERTOOK TO 
REPORT OUR REACTION IMMEDIATELY AND TO REQUEST A 
REPLY TO OUR REQUEST ON AN URGENT BASIS. 

3. FOR MAPUTO, LUSAKA, DAR, GABORONE, LAGOS: YOU SHOULD 

URGENTLY CONTACT FOREIGN MINISTRIES AND REPORT TO THEM 
ON FOREGOING DEMARCHE TO AMBASSADOR SOLE, EXCLUDING, 
SOLE'S PRIVATE REACTION. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT WE TAKE 
MOST GRAVELY THIS ACTION BY SOUTH AFRICA AND ITS 
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE POSSIBILITY OF NAMIBIA SOLUTION AND 
STABILITY OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. WE WILL BE CONSIDERING WHAT 
FURTHER STEPS SHOULD BE TAKEN AS A CONSEQUENCE OF SOUTH 
AFRICA'S ACTIONS AND WE WILL WISH TO CONSULT WITH 
YOUR GOVERNMENTS URGENTLY. 

4. FOR OTTAWA, BONN, LONDON AND PARIS: YOU SHOULD 
REPORT TO FOREIGN MINISTRIES AT HIGHEST AVAILABLE LEVEL 
THE REPRESENTATIONS DESCRIBED IN FOREGOING PARAGRAPHS 
AND URGE THEM PROMPTLY TO MAKE PARALLEL APPROACHES. YOU 
SHOULD ADD THAT WE WILL PLAN URGENTLY TO CONSULT WITH 
THEM, PROBABLY INITIALLY IN NEW YORK, ON NEXT STEPS IN 
LIGHT OF SOUTH AFRICA'S ACTIONS. 

5. FOLLOWING STATEMENT BEING RELEASED TONIGHT (THURSDAY) 
BY DEPARTMENT: 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 STATE 1 14570 


QUOTE: WE LEARNED LATE THIS AFTERNOON FROM PRESS REPORTS 
THAT SOUTH AFRICAN MILITARY FORCES HAD CROSSED THE 
FRONTIER FROM NAMIBIA TO ANGOLA AND HAD STRUCK AGAINST 
SWAPO CAMPS IN ANGOLA. THESE REPORTS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY 
CONFIRMED BY SOUTH AFRICAN AUTHORITIES. WE HAVE NO 
DETAILS ON THE OPERATION. WE HAVE EXPRESSED OUR DISMAY 
TO THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT AND OUR GRAVE CONCERN 
AT THE IMPLICATIONS OF THEIR ACTION. WE ASKED FOR AN 
URGENT EXPLANATION. END QUOTE. 

CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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